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Settling Your Estate 

This checklist details covers the important tasks involved with settling an estate in the months after a loved one 
has passed away. 

 Part 2 

When planning for a year,  

plant corn. 

When planning for a decade, 

plant trees. 

When planning for a life,    

train and educate people. 

The goal of the IPE Insights newsletter is to provide practical, life 
advice on Investments, financial Planning and financial Education 
(IPE). Increasing net worth is more than a simple calculation to 
determine what my current and cumulative investment rate of   
return looks like. While investing and rate of return are the vehicles 
and cornerstone of wealth accumulation, the ultimate goal is to 
maximize what I end up with in my pocket. A secondary goal of 
wealth accumulation is to ultimately pass on the remainder of my 
estate to my heirs and/or those organizations that were meaningful 
in my life. That is a formula that includes not only investments, but 
also insurance, tax planning, retirement planning and estate plan-
ning. During the course of a year, this newsletter seeks to touch on 
all of those topics.  

The June newsletter presented a checklist on Preparing Your Estate. The July issue reviewed the second quarter stock   
market. In this current August newsletter, we return to the estate planning area and offer a checklist for Settling an Estate. 
Hopefully you will not have to settle an estate anytime soon but, when necessary, this checklist should provide a helpful 
roadmap. There is a touch of fall in the air. As usual, summer has gone by too quickly - enjoy its last hurrah. Take good 
care!!! 
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The information contained herein—including that related to tax, legal and insurance considerations—is general in nature, is      
provided for informational purposes only, and should not be construed as legal, tax or insurance advice. Always consult with an 
attorney, tax  professional or financial planner regarding your specific situation on these matters. 

“Most people spend more time planning their grocery shopping than designing their future. The basic difference        

between people who live their dreams and those who only dream about how they would live, are the accuracy of their 

plans, their ability to generate new ideas, and their ability to take action. Thinking is easy, acting is difficult, and to put 

one's thoughts into action is the most difficult thing in the world. They say anything is possible, you need to dream as if 

you've never seen obstacles.” 

 

Author Unknown 


